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unjust. If there be no value in the distinction of rank, \vhat docs she suffer by being kept in the situation to which she has descended? If there be- a value in that distinction, it ought to be steadily maintained. If indulgence be shewn to such conduct, ami the offenders know that in a longer or shorter time they shall be received as well as if they had not contaminated their blood by a base; alliance, the great; chock upon that inordinate caprice which generally occasions low marriages will be removed, and the fair and comfortable order of improved life will be miserably disturbed1.
Lord Chesterfield's Letters being mentioned, Johnson said, 'It was not to be wondered at that they had so great a sale, considering that they were the letters of a statesman, a wit, one who had been so much in the mouths of mankind, one long accustomed virflm ?v///Vm'/Vr tint9.'
On I'YJday, March 31, I supped with him and some friends at a tavern8. One of the company* attempted, with too
1 Boswell was of the name way of thinking as Squire Western, who 'did indeed consider u parity of fortune and eiretimstanees to he physically us neeessary an ingredient in marriage an dill'erenee of sexes, or any other essential; and had no more apprehension of his daughter fulling in love with a poor man than with any animal of u different apede.H.' 7fW//<'//f'v. bk. vi. <"h. ix. 8         'Temptanda via esi, qua we quoqne possim
Tollere. hnmo virtorque virutn voiiture per oru.' 'New wiiyn I must attempt, my grovelling name
To raise aloft, and wing my flight to fame.'
DKVHKN, Virgil, {/Vvr/.'. Hi, 9. ' Che.sterJield wan at oiire the most distinguished orator in the Upjjer Hounr, and the undisputed .sovereign of wit and fashion. He held thin eminenee for about forty years. At last it heeamethe regular mstom of the higher eirrlen to luugh whenever he opened his mouth, without waiting for \\\Hfam wt»A He lined to sit at White's, with a rirele of young men of rank around him, applauding every syllable that he uttered.' Manuday'« /,(/(•, i, 325,
*  With the Literary Club, a;i i:* shewn by Htiswcll'ti letter of April 4, 1775. *n which he wtyj*:   'I dine on Friday lit the Turk's* Head, Gerrard Street, with our Club, who now dine onre n month, and sup every Friday.'    />///r.»- *»/ /Mr.w//, p. |K6.   The meeting of Friday, March 24. is drneribed tttttt'. it. ;V»J.und that of April 7,/W, ii, 3^5
*  Very likely Bo.swell f«/«/V, ii. <X», noi« 4).
muche world.   From a melancholy turn, from living reclusely, and 'from a little too much dignity, he never converses easily; all his words are measured and
